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GRAPHICAL VISUALIZATION AND
MANAGEMENT OF NETWORKS

CROSS REFERENCE TO OTHER
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/198,333 entitled GRAPHICAIL VISU-
ALIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OF IPV4 NET-
WORKS filed Nov. 4, 2008 which is incorporated herein by
reference for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Computer networks typically require a network adminis-
trator to view and manage networks and subnets. Managing
computer networks, such as Internet Protocol (“IP”) networks
include tasks over one or more network nodes. Frequently the
administrator will create, edit and delete networks and sub-
nets. Traditionally the administrator may use a table to keep
track of more than one subnet, wherein the table includes each
subnet’s starting and ending addresses, and in some cases a
subnet mask. A managed set of one or more networks may
include many network nodes, for example, IP version 4
(“IPv4”) networks may include two to the power 0of 32 nodes,
or over four billion nodes.

In many networks, network addresses are based in binary,
but represented in decimal or dotted decimal notation. For
example, in IPv4 node addresses are represented by four
octets separated by dots: “xxx.xxx.xxx.xxx”. This makes
using a table to administer the network cumbersome as binary
network addresses and representations, for example subnet
masks, are not intuitive in decimal. If there are many subnets
in a network, the table may be very long. There exists a need
to view and manage networks and subnets using methods
more efficient than a table.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various embodiments of the invention are disclosed in the
following detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
system for managing networks.

FIG. 2A is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for showing the largest possible network
in an empty space.

FIG. 2B is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for configuring a proposed new network in
an empty space.

FIG. 2C is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for resizing a proposed new network in an
empty space.

FIG. 2D is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for repositioning a proposed new network.

FIG. 2E is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for creating a proposed new network.

FIG. 2F is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface after creating a proposed new network.

FIG. 2G is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for managing a network segment.

FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks.

FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks in a first
network container level.
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FIG. 3C is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks in a final
network container level.

FIG. 3D is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks for an
arbitrary zoom range.

FIG. 3E is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks within an
arbitrary zoom range.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of a sys-
tem for managing networks.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The invention can be implemented in numerous ways,
including as a process; an apparatus; a system; a composition
of matter; a computer program product embodied on a com-
puter readable storage medium; and/or a processor, such as a
processor configured to execute instructions stored on and/or
provided by a memory coupled to the processor. In this speci-
fication, these implementations, or any other form that the
invention may take, may be referred to as techniques. In
general, the order of the steps of disclosed processes may be
altered within the scope of the invention. Unless stated oth-
erwise, a component such as a processor or a memory
described as being configured to perform a task may be imple-
mented as a general component that is temporarily configured
to perform the task at a given time or a specific component
that is manufactured to perform the task. As used herein, the
term ‘processor’ refers to one or more devices, circuits, and/or
processing cores configured to process data, such as computer
program instructions.

A detailed description of one or more embodiments of the
invention is provided below along with accompanying figures
that illustrate the principles of the invention. The invention is
described in connection with such embodiments, but the
invention is not limited to any embodiment. The scope of the
invention is limited only by the claims and the invention
encompasses numerous alternatives, modifications and
equivalents. Numerous specific details are set forth in the
following description in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the invention. These details are provided for the
purpose of example and the invention may be practiced
according to the claims without some or all of these specific
details. For the purpose of clarity, technical material that is
known in the technical fields related to the invention has not
been described in detail so that the invention is not unneces-
sarily obscured.

A graphical system of visualizing and managing networks
is disclosed. A multidimensional color graphical representa-
tion of the network is displayed based on a chosen range of
network nodes starting and ending at any arbitrary address. In
some embodiments, a two-dimensional grid is used as a
graphical representation of a network and/or network seg-
ment. In some embodiments, the network is an IP network, an
IPv4 network or an IPv6 network. Throughout this specifica-
tion examples are given for IPv4 networks in particular but
the systems and methods may be applied to any general type
of'network including, for example an IPv6 network. Through-
out this specification examples are given for two-dimensional
representations in particular but the systems and methods
may be applied to any graphical representation including, for
example three-dimension representations or non-rectangular
patterns.

A network administrator may use the displayed graphical
representation with a human interface device (“HID”) to visu-
alize the network space, for example:
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identifying a specified network range or network container
using in part an HID pointer manipulation such as a
click;

identifying a status/attribute of a specified network range

using colors and/or a gradient detailing (for example, a
pattern based on rows of dots);

zooming in or out of a network range using in part an HID

pointer manipulation such as a click, double-click, or
click and drag; and

jumping within network hierarchies or subnets using in

part an HID pointer manipulation in conjunction with
breadcrumbs and/or a graphical user interface (for
example, a slider bar or slider scale).

A network administrator may also use the displayed
graphical representation with a human interface device
(“HID”) to manage the network space, for example:

identifying a specified empty space range using in part an

HID pointer manipulation and indicating to the network
administrator the largest possible network in the speci-
fied empty space, and/or how many possible networks
can be created with each possible octet (or hexadectet)
boundary;

identifying a specified empty space range using in part an

HID pointer manipulation and indicating to the network
administrator the largest possible network in the speci-
fied empty space, and/or how many possible networks
can be created with each possible subnet mask/network
bits;

identifying the first suitably large empty space just from the

network or subnet mask (which also specifies the size of
the network);
identifying a specified empty space range using in part an
HID pointer manipulation and receiving from the net-
work administrator a network management specification
including a configuration of a mask, position and size of
a new network within the empty space;

moving a proposed new network within an empty space
using in part an HID pointer manipulation, for example
a drag and drop action, from one position to another;

editing properties and/or attributes of a new network or
existing network using in part an HID pointer manipu-
lation to specify the edited network;
deleting an existing network using in part an HID pointer
manipulation to specify the existing network;

modifying an existing network, for example splitting, join-
ing or resizing an existing network, using in part an HID
pointer manipulation to specify the existing network;
and

running a discovery on a specified network or clearing

objects in the network using in part an HID pointer
manipulation.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
system for managing networks. In the example shown, a
network administrator interfaces with a system using network
administrator interface 102 coupled to the network manage-
ment server 104. Network management server is coupled to
network 106, which may be coupled directly or indirectly to
one or more subnets, and in the example shown at least three
subnets: subnet i 108, subnet ii 110, and subnet iii 112.

Network administrator interface 102 may include a web
browser or a direct keyboard, video and/or mouse interface to
the network management server 104. Network management
server 104 may include a web server to interface with a web
browser in network administrator interface 102 as well as a
network management server. In some embodiments the net-
work management server 104 may be spread across a plural-
ity of cores, processors and/or physical servers. Network 106
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may be a public or private network and/or combination
thereof, for example the Internet, an Ethernet, serial/parallel
bus, intranet, Local Area Network (“LAN”), Wide Area Net-
work (“WAN”), and other forms of connecting multiple sys-
tems and/or groups of systems together. The network protocol
used may be IPv4, IPv6, another Internet Layer protocol, a
Network Layer protocol, an OSI protocol, or any computer-
based network protocol.

Network subnets 108-112 form part of the network being
managed by the network administrator using the network
management server 104. Throughout this specification a rout-
ing prefix notation is used for example IPv4 networks com-
prising a ““/” character and a decimal number specifying the
number of consecutive bits of the routing prefix for a subnet:
for example a /30 subnet contains addresses for four IPv4
addresses (including gateway and/or broadcast addresses),
and a /20 subnet contains addresses for 4096 IPv4 addresses
(including gateway and/or broadcast addresses.)

Throughout this specification a “leaf network” refers to a
network segment or subnet that contains no further subnets.
For example, an Acme company with a single Class A IPv4 /8
network may have a district office in San Francisco with six
network nodes each with one IPv4 address; one possible
subnet within their network would be a /29 leaf network.
Throughout this specification a “network container” refers to
a network segment or subnet that contains further leaf net-
works. For the Acme company example, there may be a
district region in Nevada with a /24 network container with
two /29 leaf networks for Las Vegas and Reno.

FIG. 2A is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for showing the largest possible network
in an empty space. In some embodiments, the interface
depicted in FIG. 2A may be found displayed as a portion,
frame and/or widget of a web page in a browser on network
administrator interface 102.

In the example shown, the network administrator manages
the IPv4 network container “10.0.0.0/8” (202) with a graphi-
cal representation of a network map of the network (204) and
the range of IPv4 being actively managed with the graphical
representation  ranging from  “10.0.0.0”  through
“10.255.255.255 (206). A sidebar (208) depicts a key to the
displayed graphical representation, especially with regards to
blocks that represent network space.

The graphical representation may comprise a multidimen-
sional space, including a two-dimensional visual grid with
networks being represented as blocks within the grid. Line
weights and patterns, colors and fill patterns, and gradient
details may be used to represent different attributes of net-
works, network segments, subnets and/or nodes.

In the example shown, a thick grey line may indicate an
area selected with the HID pointer or keyboard. In some
embodiments, a context indication, for example a mouse
click, allows the network administrator interface 102 to focus
management over network range and/or network segment. In
some embodiments, the administrator may select multiple
networks using a ctrl-click indication. The system may then
respond with information for the network segment, for
example by drawing a thick grey line around the block rep-
resenting the focused network range/segment.

An unused or empty space without any subnets may be
white fill with a light grey border. A leaf network may be a
dark grey fill with a gradient detail of rows of dots indicating
one or combination of metrics of the leaf network. In some
embodiments a metric may be a subnet utilization, a ratio of
assigned node addresses to the sum of assigned and unas-
signed node addresses. As the subnet utilization increases,
more rows of dots are drawn from the bottom, for example, a
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0% utilization may have 0 or 1 rows of dots on the bottom of
ablock, a 50% utilization may have the lower half of the block
inrows of dots, and a 100% utilization may have a block filled
with rows of dots.

In another embodiment (not shown), colors may be used to
indicate a metric, for example green may indicate 0-60%
utilization, yellow may indicate 61%-90% utilization, and red
may indicate 91-100% utilization. In another embodiment
(not shown), gradient color intensity may be used to indicate
a metric, for example a color with RGB value of [Red=0,
Green=X, Blue=0] may indicate X % utilization, for example
[Red=0, Green=48, Blue=0] may indicate 48% utilization.

A network container may be a light grey fill with a gradient
detail similar to the leaf network described above. In some
cases, a plurality of networks may be too small to be displayed
individually on the network map 204 given the resolution of
the map. A “multiple networks” block with a hashed area as
shading may indicate that more than one network exists in the
area that cannot be visually resolved in the graphical repre-
sentation. For example, in a /8 network, networks smaller
than /20 and that are beside each other may be represented as
a multiple networks block.

A toolbar (210) displays a set of functions that the network
administrator can modify the network space/range indicated
with the context indication described above. In some embodi-
ments the same standard functions are available by another
method, for example right clicking to bring up a context
menu. After indicating a function with an action indication
(for example, a left click of the mouse), the network manage-
ment server 104 can then modify the network. In some
embodiments, an authorization protocol is checked before the
network management server 104 is permitted to modify the
network, for example based on the username and password or
credentials of the user of the network administrator interface
102.

Functions and their corresponding buttons in toolbar 210
may include an Add network button to add a network. For
example, once a network administrator clicks on the add
button, a panel above the map may appear with a slider, a
cancel button, and a launch wizard button. If the administrator
selected an empty area (212) prior to clicking on add network
button, the slider can only move as high as the largest network
that can be created in that space. If the administrator has not
selected an empty area, the slider can go up to the largest
network that can fit in any opening in the network.

The outline of this network is drawn on the map at this point
on the first legal empty space. The administrator can then
change the netmask, drag the outline of the network that is
drawn on the map to other legal positions for that map, cancel
out of the operation, or launch the wizard for the actual
creation of the network. Note that at no point does an admin-
istrator have to provide or calculate a network number, rather
it is made more convenient for the administrator in that the
number is determined by network management server 104 as
the network is moved around on the map 204. Another con-
venience is that the system shows the largest possible network
in the empty space, and how many possible networks can be
created with each possible octet boundary.

Once the administrator has finalized the location for the
network to be created, they can click on the “Launch Wizard”
icon to bring up the IPv4 network wizard pre-populated with
the network address and netmask to allow user to actually
create the network. At this point, the panel that was drawn on
top of the map is hidden again and the administrator can
finalize the creation of the network by moving forward with
the wizard or cancel out of the operation to get back to the
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map. If the administrator completes the wizard steps and
actually creates the network, the map is redrawn displaying
the newly created network.

Other buttons and/or functions may include:

Open: the administrator must select a network segment first
using a context indication as described above. This func-
tion opens another network map for the selected subnet
(if the network segment is a network container), a node
map (if the network segment is a leaf network), or a
range (if the network segment is based on a multiple
networks block).

Edit: the administrator must select a network segment first
using a context indication as described above. This func-
tion opens a network editor to assign, for example, net-
work properties including extensible attributes and/or
metadata to the network segment.

Delete: the administrator must select a network segment
first using a context indication as described above.

Zoom: as will be described in FIGS. 3A-3E below.

In the example shown, network information 214 will be
displayed with regards to the empty space 212 that the net-
work administrator has asserted a context indication on. The
network information 214 may be displayed as a highlighted
set of blocks, tooltip and/or window. The network informa-
tion 214 includes the start address of the empty space, the end
address of the empty space, the number of IP addresses avail-
able in the empty space, the largest possible subnet in the
empty space, and the number of possible /16 subnets and /24
subnets.

FIG. 2B is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for configuring a proposed new network in
an empty space. In some embodiments, the interface depicted
in FIG. 2B may be found displayed as a portion, frame and/or
widget of a web page in a browser on network administrator
interface 102. In some embodiments, the interface depicted in
FIG. 2B may follow an administrator asserting an action
indication for “Adding a network™ over a range asserted in a
context indication, or a default of the largest empty network
space.

In some embodiments, a panel (220) may be displayed to
size the new network and/or configure the possible subnet
masks for the new network. In some embodiments a slider
panel may be used. In some embodiments the panel is auto-
matically positioned on the largest possible mask. In the
empty network space (222) the position and size of the new
network is graphically shown in the map using a line and fill
convention (224) as well as the portion of space that will
remain empty (226). The user may adjust the size using the
panel 220, or the position of the new network of the space 224
by corresponding directly with the graphical representation
of the network map, for example dragging the new network
224 within the space 222. As the administrator makes adjust-
ments for the new network, a corresponding network infor-
mation (228) may be displayed as a highlighted set of blocks,
tooltip and/or window. The corresponding network informa-
tion 228 includes the start address and end address of the new
network 224 and/or the number of IP addresses available in
the new network (not shown).

FIG. 2C is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for resizing a proposed new network in an
empty space. In some embodiments, the interface depicted in
FIG. 2C may be found displayed as a portion, frame and/or
widget of a web page in a browser on network administrator
interface 102. In some embodiments, the interface depicted in
FIG. 2C may follow an administrator asserting an action
indication for “resizing a network™ in the panel 220 in FIG.
2B.
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By changing the subnet mask to a different value (230)
and/or changing the start address of the network 224 in empty
space 222, the system automatically/dynamically shows a
resizing and repositioning of the network (232) and updates
the corresponding network information (234).

FIG. 2D is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for repositioning a proposed new network.
In some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2D may
be found displayed as a portion, frame and/or widget of a web
page in a browser on network administrator interface 102. In
some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2D may
follow an administrator asserting an action indication for
“repositioning a network™ in FIG. 2C. For example an admin-
istrator may want to leave some empty space next to an
existing network that could need to be extended in the future.

By selecting network 232 using a context indication (e.g.
clicking on the proposed new network) and then using an
action indication (e.g. by dragging and dropping the proposed
new network) the location of network 232 may change. The
proposed location may either be within the empty space
(236), or outside the empty space (238). In some embodi-
ments when proposing outside the empty space, an indicator
(240) may show that the space is legal, possible, or authenti-
cated. After a suitable size and position of the new network is
chosen, a single button (242) or other indication may be
asserted to proceed in network creation.

FIG. 2E is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for creating a proposed new network. In
some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2E may be
found displayed as a portion, frame and/or widget of a web
page in a browser on network administrator interface 102. In
some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2E may
follow an administrator asserting an indication 242 for “cre-
ating a network” in FIG. 2D. For example, the system may
launch an “Add network” wizard, pre-populated with the
network settings.

In some embodiments the wizard would be a separate panel
or window, deprecating the previous panel 204 to focus the
administrator’s attention. The pre-populated window settings
may include the address (244) and the netmask (246).

FIG. 2F is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface after creating a proposed new network. In
some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2F may be
found displayed as a portion, frame and/or widget of a web
page in a browser on network administrator interface 102. In
some embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2F may
follow an administrator completing the “Add network” wiz-
ard in FIG. 2E. For example, after the administrator fills in the
details in wizard and saves it, a new network is displayed in
the map, and optionally with network information (248). In
the figure shown, the new network is hidden by the network
information 248.

The network information 248 includes the network name,
index, netmask, a metric (such as IP address management
utilization), start address of the empty space, the end address
of the empty space, the number of IP addresses available in
the empty space, and the number of subnets within the net-
work, for example a single number of subnets means it is a
leaf network.

FIG. 2G is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for managing a network segment. In some
embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 2G may be found
displayed as a portion, frame and/or widget of a web page in
a browser on network administrator interface 102. For
example, an administrator may select a network segment
using a context indication and take action on it using vertical
and/or horizontal toolbars, or using a right-click context
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8
menu to edit properties, delete, modify (split, join, resize), run
a discovery on the network, clear objects in the network and
other actions.

After the administrator selects the network segment, the
system displays on the graphical representation an informa-
tion for the network segment in response to the context indi-
cation, for example a thick grey line around the selected
network segment (250). The administrator may then assert an
action based on the toolbar (252), including: adding a net-
work, opening a network (either going to an IP address map if
the network segment is a leaf network, or a second graphical
representation that shows only the selected network segment
if the network segment is a multiple networks block or net-
work container block), zooming into or out of the network
segment, editing the network, viewing/modifying extensible
attributes of the network segment, viewing/modifying per-
missions and authentication lists for the network segment,
resizing the network segment, splitting the network segment,
joining the network segment, running a discover on the net-
work segment, restarting services, or setting a corresponding
user profile.

In some embodiments there are alternate ways to assert an
action indication, for example along with the toolbar 252
there is also a contextual menu 254 that may include a subset
or superset of the operations for a network segment or empty
space.

FIG. 3A is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks. In some
embodiments, the interface depicted in FIG. 3A may be found
displayed as a portion, frame and/or widget of a web page in
a browser on network administrator interface 102. For
example, an administrator can identify a network container in
the graphical network map by selecting it manually or using
a “go to” dialog box to specify it with a keyboard, then
clicking on open to see the subnets under it.

In the example shown, an administrator has asserted a
context indication for a network container (302) within a
network/network segment (304), shown 10.0.0.0/8, and the
system responds with a piece of information, the information
being a dark grey border around the selected network con-
tainer. The administrator then asserts an action indication to
“open” the network container (304).

FIG. 3B is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks in a first
network container level. In some embodiments, the interface
depicted in FIG. 3B may be found displayed as a portion,
frame and/or widget of a web page in a browser on network
administrator interface 102. In some embodiments, the inter-
face depicted in FIG. 3B may follow an administrator assert-
ing an indication 306 for opening the selected network 302 in
FIG. 3A. For example, the administrator may traverse one
level down, and can view the subnet or continue to select a
network container at this level and click on open again.

After traversing one level down, the graphical network map
is now of the network container 302, here shown (310) as
“10.33.0.0/16”. In some embodiments, a set of “bread-
crumbs” (312) is shown to allow the administrator a conve-
nient interface to back up hierarchical levels of network.

In the example shown, an administrator has asserted a
context indication for a network container (314) within the
current network container and the system responds with piece
of information, the information being a dark grey border
around the selected network container. The administrator
then asserts an action indication to “open” the network con-
tainer (316).

FIG. 3C is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks in a final
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network container level. In some embodiments, the interface
depicted in FIG. 3C may be found displayed as a portion,
frame and/or widget of a web page in a browser on network
administrator interface 102. In some embodiments, the inter-
face depicted in FIG. 3C may follow an administrator assert-
ing an indication 306 for opening the selected network one or
more times as shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B. For example, the
administrator may reach a final level of subnets in the hierar-
chy, and use breadcrumbs to show the different levels of
networks above the current network with links to go back
directly to one or more levels up in the hierarchy.

After traversing one or more levels down, the graphical
network map is now of the final leaf network, here shown
(320) as “10.33.144.64/26”. In some embodiments, a set of
“breadcrumbs” (322) is shown to allow the administrator a
convenient interface to back up hierarchical levels of net-
work, from 10.33.144.64/26 to 10.33.144.0/24 to0 10.33.0.0/
16 t0 10.0.0.0/8.

In the above cases, or as a general tool, the “Zoom in”
function of the map is used to zoom and show a blown up
version of an area of the IP Address space. This function is
available by asserting an action indication for a zoom (for
example, clicking on a zoom in icon or from a right click
contextual menu). In some embodiments, once in zoom mode
the administrator can select a starting address in the map and
drag to an end address. This address range will be the range
that will be shown in the map view. The breadcrumbs will be
updated to show the range the user has zoomed in to allow
navigation hints on how to get back to the full area. In some
embodiments there is an action indication to “Zoom out” (for
example, clicking on a zoom out icon or from a right click
contextual menu) whereby user can go back one level at a
time. In some embodiments, beyond these two controls power
users may be provided an advanced zoom level manager
which allows an administrator to quickly zoom out to any
level all the way back to showing the 100% showing the entire
network in the map area.

The map may show the starting address and end address
along with the map to help administrators better understand
the address space they are viewing. At any point the admin-
istrator can exit from the zoom mode by asserting an action
indication, for example clicking on the zoom icon again.

To illustrate zoom functionality further, another example
follows: A currently selected network is 10.1.0.0/16. The
current breadcrumb then shows “IPAM Home->10.0.0.0/8”
and the map shows content of 10.1.0.0/16 with starting
address of 10.1.0.0 and an end address of 10.1.255.255. The
administrator asserts a “zoom in” action indication by right
clicking or pushing an icon button, and selects the first row of
the map by click dragging from the beginning of the first row
to the end of the first row. The page will then be updated to a
new map page. The breadcrumbs still show “IPAM Home-
>10.0.0.0/8” and the map shows content of: “10.1.0.0/16
(10.1.0.0-10.1.31.255). At this point the map’s beginning
address reads 10.1.0.0 and the end address shows
10.1.31.255. If the administrator selects zoom and selects the
first row again, the breadcrumb shows “IPAM Home-
>10.0.0.0/8” and the map shows content of: “10.1.0.0/16
(10.1.0.0-10.1.3.255)”. The beginning address at this point
will be 10.1.0.0, and the end address 10.1.3.255. The zoom
operation can continue until the address range gets down to
minimum of 1024 addresses. This means each row now can
display 128 addresses (or about 4 pixels per IP address). The
Zoom in icon/menu item is disabled at this point and can no
longer be selected. The administrator can assert a “Zoom out”
action using a browser back button, clicking on zoom out
icon, or by using right click zoom out menu item. The zoom

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

10

level manager is available at anytime the administrator has
zoomed in to a network allowing the administrator to select
any zoom level to zoom out.

Throughout the zoom level, the map supports all opera-
tions that are supported at the non-zoomed levels. An admin-
istrator can add networks, split, join, resize networks, select a
network for edit, or open a network to navigate the hierarchy.
If an administrator is in a zoom level and changes the tab from
Map to List, the list will show the subnets for the network
(prior to the zoom operations).

FIG. 3D is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks for an
arbitrary zoom range. In some embodiments, the interface
depicted in FIG. 3D may be found displayed as a portion,
frame and/or widget of a web page in a browser on network
administrator interface 102. For example, the administrator
may zoom in/out in the map around a specified area (330).
Within the specified area 330 the example shows a multiple
networks block (332) with network segments too small to be
displayed normally.

FIG. 3E is a diagram illustrating an embodiment of a
graphical interface for navigating within networks within an
arbitrary zoom range. In some embodiments, the interface
depicted in FIG. 3E may be found displayed as a portion,
frame and/or widget of a web page in a browser on network
administrator interface 102. In some embodiments, the inter-
face depicted in FIG. 3E may follow an administrator assert-
ing an indication to zoom the arbitrary range 330 as shown in
FIG. 3D. For example, the administrator may zoom in mul-
tiple times to reach the appropriate scale (334) and a toolbar
(336) shows the different zoom levels that were used.

The system permits zooming to an arbitrary range of
addresses, not just ones of a power of two, for example the
scale 334 is shown in the example to be 10.94.226.37-
10.95.115.241. In some embodiments, the administrator can
easily go back to a different zoom level by clicking on the
desired one in the toolbar 336, or using breadcrumbs (not
shown).

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of a sys-
tem for managing networks. In some embodiments the flow-
chart of FIG. 4 is performed by network management server
104 of FIG. 1.

In step 402, the server 104 displays a graphical represen-
tation of a network map of a network 108-112. In some
embodiments, the graphical representation is displayed using
the web on a web browser at network administrator interface
102, and examples of the graphical representation are given in
FIGS. 2A-3E.

In step 404, the server 104 receives from the administrator
a context indication for a network information specification
for a first network segment of the network displayed on the
graphical representation of the network map of the network
from step 402. The context indication can comprise any indi-
cation in part using an HID including a click, a drag, a motion,
a selected area, a zoom function motion, an add network
function motion, a mouse over, or other HID indication. The
network information specification can comprise a network
address range, a network utilization, a free network address
range, a network, a netmask, a set of network addresses, a
start network address, and an end network address.

In step 406, the server 104 displays on the graphical rep-
resentation to the administrator a first information for the first
network segment in response to the context indication. The
first information can comprise a coloring or detailing of the
graphical representation, and text information including: a
starting address, an ending address, a largest possible net-
work, the number of subnets that can fit in a space, a network
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number, a mask, a size of network, how many IP addresses are
in a network range, and a network utilization.

In step 408, the server 104 receives an action indication for
a network management specification for the first network
segment based at least in part on an interaction with the
graphical representation of the network. The action indication
can comprise: a zoom indication to an arbitrary IP address
boundary; a drill down indication, wherein the drill down
indication zooms into a second graphical representation of a
network map for the first network segment; and an “add
subnetwork in empty space” indication, wherein the network
management specification for the “add subnetwork in empty
space” indication adds a subnetwork in a specified empty
space range specified in the action indication.

The network management specification can also comprise
a command to create a network within legal boundaries, a
command to split the first network segment, a command to
resize the first network segment, a command to join the first
network segment with a second network segment, and a com-
mand to delete the first network segment.

In step 410, the server 104 modifies the first network seg-
ment based at least in part on the network management speci-
fication in response to the action indication. For example, it
splits/resizes/joins/deletes the first network segment as speci-
fied in the network management specification. In some
embodiments an authorization protocol is used to validate the
network management specification before modifying any
segment. In some embodiments an authorization protocol is
used before any of the other steps 402, 404, 406, 408 to
control the flow of information to an authorized or unautho-
rized user of the system.

Although the foregoing embodiments have been described
in some detail for purposes of clarity of understanding, the
invention is not limited to the details provided. There are
many alternative ways of implementing the invention. The
disclosed embodiments are illustrative and not restrictive.

What is claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

a processor configured to:

display a graphical representation of a network map ofa
network, wherein:
the graphical representation comprises a rectangular
grid, wherein every IP address in a range of IP
addresses being actively managed is represented as
arectangular space within the rectangular grid; and
each rectangular space within the rectangular grid is
represented by a pattern indicating a percentage of
assigned subnet utilization;
receive a context indication based at least in part on a
first human interface device (HID) pointer manipula-
tion of the rectangular grid, wherein the context indi-
cation includes a user network information specifica-
tion from a wuser, wherein the user network
information specification describes a first network
segment of the network displayed on the graphical
representation, wherein the first network segment
comprises a contiguous range of IP addresses within
the range of IP addresses represented within the rect-
angular grid;
display on the graphical representation a first informa-
tion for the first network segment in response to the
context indication;
receive an action indication based at least in part on a
second HID pointer manipulation, wherein the action
indication includes a network management specifica-
tion for the first network segment based at least in part
on an interaction with the graphical representation,
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wherein the network management specification com-
prises one or more of the following: a command to
create a new network within the first network seg-
ment, a command to split a network within the first
network segment, a command to resize a network
within the first network segment, and a command to
join a network within the first network segment to a
second network; and

modify the first network segment based at least in part on
the network management specification in response to
the action indication; and

a memory coupled to the processor and configured to pro-

vide the processor with instructions.

2. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the user network
information specification comprises one or more of the fol-
lowing: a free network address range, a network, a netmask, a
set of network addresses, a start network address, and an end
network address.

3. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first infor-
mation comprises one or more of the following: a starting
address, an ending address, a largest possible network, the
number of subnets that can fit in a space, a mask, a size of
network, and how many IP addresses are in a network range.

4. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first infor-
mation comprises a largest possible network that can be cre-
ated in a network range and how many possible networks can
be created with a plurality of octet boundaries.

5. A system as recited in claim 4, wherein the graphical
representation comprises a coloring of a network segment
corresponding to a high-level network information.

6. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the graphical
representation comprises a coloring of network segment cor-
responding to a high-level network information, wherein the
high-level network information comprises one or more of the
following: a network type, a network size, and an indication
of free network space.

7. A system as recited in claim 6, wherein the graphical
representation comprises a coloring of a network segment
corresponding to network utilization for the network seg-
ment.

8. A system as recited in claim 7, wherein the graphical
representation comprises a coloring of a network segment
corresponding to network status for the network segment.

9. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the context
indication comprises one or more of the following: a click, a
click and drag, a click and drag over a selected rectangular
area, a zoom function motion, and an add network function
motion.

10. A system as recited in claim 9, wherein the network
management specification comprises a command to create a
network within possible boundaries.

11. A method as recited in claim 10, further comprising
displaying a slider panel to at least in part determine a plural-
ity of sizes available for the created network.

12. A system as recited in claim 1, wherein the action
indication comprises a zoom indication of an arbitrary IP
address boundary.

13. A system as recited in claim 12, wherein the action
indication comprises a drill down indication, wherein the drill
down indication zooms into a second graphical representa-
tion of a network map for the first network segment.

14. A system as recited in claim 13, wherein the action
indication comprises an add subnetwork in empty space indi-
cation, wherein the network management specification for the
action indication adds a subnetwork in a specified empty
space range specified in the action indication.
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15. A system as recited in claim 14, further comprising
receiving an authorization protocol to validate the network
management specification.

16. A system as recited in claim 14, further comprising
receiving an authorization protocol to validate the network
management specification, wherein the authorization proto-
col describes an administrator user level.

17. A method, comprising:

displaying a graphical representation of a network map of

a network, wherein:

the graphical representation comprises a rectangular
grid, wherein every IP address in a range of IP
addresses being actively managed is represented as a
rectangular space within the rectangular grid; and

each rectangular space within the rectangular grid is
represented by a pattern indicating a percentage of
assigned subnet utilization;

receiving a context indication based at least in part on a first

human interface device (HID) pointer manipulation of
the rectangular grid, wherein the context indication
includes a user network information specification from a
user, wherein the user network information specification
describes a first network segment of the network dis-
played on the graphical representation, wherein the first
network segment comprises a contiguous range of 1P
addresses within the range of IP addresses represented
within the rectangular grid;

displaying on the graphical representation a first informa-

tion for the first network segment in response to the
context indication;

receiving an action indication based at least in part on a

second HID pointer manipulation, wherein the action
indication includes a network management specification
for the first network segment based at least in part on an
interaction with the graphical representation, wherein
the network management specification comprises one or
more of the following: a command to create a new net-
work within the first network segment, a command to
split a network within the first network segment, a com-
mand to resize a network within the first network seg-
ment, and a command to join a network within the first
network segment to a second network; and

using a processor to modify the first network segment

based at least in part on the network management speci-
fication in response to the action indication.
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18. A method as recited in claim 17, wherein receiving an
indication for a network information request for a first net-
work segment of the network is performed using a processor.

19. A computer program product, the computer program
product being embodied in a non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium and comprising computer instructions
for:

displaying a graphical representation of a network map of

a network, wherein:

the graphical representation comprises a rectangular
grid, wherein every IP address in a range of IP
addresses being actively managed is represented as a
rectangular space within the rectangular grid; and

each rectangular space within the rectangular grid is
represented by a pattern indicating a percentage of
assigned subnet utilization;

receiving a context indication based at least in part on a first

human interface device (HID) pointer manipulation of
the rectangular grid, wherein the context indication
includes a user network information specification from a
user, wherein the user network information specification
describes a first network segment of the network dis-
played on the graphical representation, wherein the first
network segment comprises a contiguous range of IP
addresses within the range of IP addresses represented
within the rectangular grid;

displaying on the graphical representation a first informa-

tion for the first network segment in response to the
context indication;

receiving an action indication based at least in part on a

second HID pointer manipulation, wherein the action
indication includes a network management specification
for the first network segment based at least in part on an
interaction with the graphical representation, wherein
the network management specification comprises one or
more of the following: a command to create a new net-
work within the first network segment, a command to
split a network within the first network segment, a com-
mand to resize a network within the first network seg-
ment, and a command to join a network within the first
network segment to a second network; and

modifying the first network segment based at least in part

on the network management specification in response to
the action indication.
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